
 

A Summer Well Spent 

The school bells have quieted, the books are put away,​
 And summer brings adventure with each bright, sunny day.​
 With longer days and freedom, there’s much that we can do,​
 But God still calls His children to remain faithful and true. 

The Bible says, "Redeem the time" and use each moment well,​
 For every day’s a gift from God with stories yet to tell.​
 "Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,​
 Making the best use of the time" (Ephesians 5:15-16) applies. 

Enjoy the games and swimming, the camping and the fun,​
 But don't forget the One who made the moon, the stars, the sun.​
 Take time to read His holy Word and kneel with Him in prayer,​
 For those who seek the Lord will find His loving presence there. 

The lazy days of summer will quickly pass away,​
 And before we know it, autumn will replace these sunny days.​
 So use this season wisely, let your faith continue strong,​
 Growing closer to the Savior as the summer rolls along. 

And when the summer's over, may this be true of you: 
That you have grown in faith and love in everything you do. 
For the child who seeks God's kingdom and walks within His way, 
Will find that every season is a blessing every day.  
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The Brushy Beacon 
“Abounding in the Word in 2026” 

June 14, 2026 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  9 a.m. Sunday Bible Class​ ​ ​ Elders​ ​ ​ ​ Deacons 
10 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship                 Ricky Atkinson​ ​ Paul Johnston​ Terry Banks 
  6 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship​        James Atkinson​ ​ Justin Atkinson    Caleb Truett 
  7 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study​          Tony Duncan                                          Kevin Johnston 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Planting Seeds for the Future 

Summer is officially in full swing, and what a wonderful beginning it has been! Last week, our 
Vacation Bible School was filled with learning, laughter, fellowship, and most importantly, God's Word. 
As we reflect on the week, one thing becomes abundantly clear: the success of VBS was made possible 
by the loving service of so many people. 

"Thank you" hardly seems adequate for the countless hours, generous gifts, and willing hands 
that made this week so special. Whether you took out the trash, cut materials, pressure washed 
sidewalks, prepared food, shared decorations or plants, brought visitors, led songs and prayers, taught 
classes, helped with crafts, encouraged children, or simply offered a smile and a kind word—you made a 
difference. The apostle Paul reminds us, "For we are God's fellow workers" (1 Corinthians 3:9). Every 
task, no matter how small it may have seemed, played an important role in helping children and families 
learn more about our great God. Many hours were spent planning lessons, preparing materials, 
decorating classrooms, making copies, organizing activities, and praying for both our Brushy family and 
the visitors who would walk through our doors. Teachers transformed ordinary classrooms into a jungle 
adventure, while countless volunteers worked behind the scenes to ensure every child felt welcomed, 
loved, and engaged. 

What makes Vacation Bible School so valuable? The answer goes far beyond crafts, decorations, 
or activities. We are investing in souls. We are helping train the next generation of Christians, leaders, 
teachers, elders, deacons, and faithful servants of the Lord. We are planting seeds of faith that, with 
God's help, will continue to grow for years to come. Scripture reminds us of the spiritual battle our 
young people face: "In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming darts of the evil one." (Ephesians 6:16) Our goal is to help equip children with that shield of 
faith. By teaching God's Word, encouraging obedience, and pointing them to Christ, we are helping 
prepare them to stand firm against the temptations and challenges they will encounter throughout life. 
God promises that His Word accomplishes His purpose. Isaiah wrote, "So shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty" (Isaiah 55:11). While we may never fully know the 
impact of a lesson taught, a song sung, a prayer offered, or a kindness shown during VBS, we can trust 
that God is working through His Word. Thank you for your service, your generosity, and your love for 
the children of this congregation and community. Together, we are helping build a stronger future! 



 

Family News & Notes 
Welcome We’re so glad you’re here! Welcome to a time of worship and learning from God’s Word. 
We hope this will be a blessing to you and that you’ll join us again. 
Our Youth Summer Series… will continue on Wednesday, June 17, with Braxton & Madison Taylor 
teaching. We will be studying the Life of Paul. It is always a lot of fun to study and learn from 
different Bible Class teachers each week as well as dig into God’s Word together. 

June 17: Growing Strong in the Lord Text: Acts 9:17–22; Philippians 3:7–8 
June 24: Sent to Share the Gospel Text: Acts 13:2–3; Acts 16:9–10; Romans 1:16 
July 8: Faithful in Hard Times Text: Acts 16:22–34; 2 Corinthians 11:24–28 
July 15: Finishing the Race Text:  2 Timothy 4:6–8; 1 Corinthians 9:24 
July 29: Presentation of the Life of Paul - A Brushy Youth Production 

 

Our 4th of July Celebration… is just 3 weeks away on Sunday, July 5, 2026! Please invite friends, 
family, family, and neighbors to attend and help us celebrate America's 250th Anniversary! There will 
be food, fun, fellowship, and fireworks. A menu is in the works and will be coming in the next week. If 
you would like to donate money for fireworks, please give money to Justin or Emily Atkinson. We 
want this year’s celebration to be extraordinary!  
 

Way-to-Go Brushy Members... Thank you for all the work and effort that went into our Vacation 
Bible School. We appreciate all Craig Shelton, Kellen Beard, and Josh Copley did this week! An 
extra thanks goes to those who taught our Children’s Bible Classes: Amy & Madison ~ Pre School; 
Emily & Paige ~ K - 2; Kim & Crystal ~ Grades 3 - 4; and Justin & Caleb ~ Grades 5 - 8. Jim, Caleb, 
and Caden did a great job with our skit as well! A special thanks to Pamela and Cecily for setting up 
the Annex; Paige & Amy for heading up the skit decor and organization, and most of all thanks to all 
of our members who attended, brought food, cleaned up, and helped in any way! 
 

Be Part of the Work! Lift up our evangelism efforts in prayer, along with those on your heart and 
those receiving compassion cards. Continue submitting names, trusting that “neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:7). 
 

A Happy Birthday to… Emily Atkinson…June 20  
A Happy Anniversary to… Paul & Evelyn Johnston…June 11 ~ Celebrating 61 Years 

Byron & Emma Tucker…June 14​ James & Kim Atkinson…June 15 ~ Celebrating 41 Years 
Kevin & Amy Johnsotn…June 19​ ​  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
*June 17 ~ Our Youth Summer Series~Studying the Life of Paul Teachers: Braxton & Madison 
*June 28 - July 1 ~ Gospel Meeting at Aetna church of Christ with Gilbert Gough Speaking 
*July 5 ~ 4th of July Celebration at 5 P.M. - Food, Fun, Fireworks Setup: Kim A. & Amy 
*July 19 - 22 ~ Gospel Meeting with Larry Murdock Setup: Cindy, Cathy, & Joanne 

For the Record   
Sunday Bible Class ​  52​ Morning  Worship ​ 80​ Evening Worship​ 63 
Monday Evening​  62​ Tuesday Evening ​ 55​ Wednesday Evening ​59 

Contribution​ $2653​  

Pray for Those Sick Among Us…   
Patsy Karkazis, mother of Dean Nunes, is continuing to deal with cancer. 
Tony Duncan is recovering after having ankle surgery. 
Davey Baker, brother of Beth Baker, is very sick with cancer and is under hospice care. 

Continuing Prayer Requests   
Dealing with Cancer - Glen Herrington, Robin Walters, Hilda Atkinson, Hayes Harrington, 

Dennis Edwards 
Special Requests - Miranda Smith, Judy Goodman, Annis Womack, Karen Bowen, Vera Woods 

Pray for Those in Nursing Homes 
Fred Bowman (Murfreesboro);  Joanna Campbell (Life Care Centerville) 

Ongoing Prayer Reminders   
➢ All in the military and civil workers overseas and their families right.  
➢ All those Preaching and teaching the Good News all over the world.   
➢ Our Government Leaders – Local, State, and National (1 Timothy 2:1-2).   
➢ Our Elders and Deacons who oversee, who care for, serve, and feed us spiritually. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Steps of Salvation: From Sinner to Saved 

The Bible teaches that salvation is a gift from God, made possible through His love and grace. The 
journey begins with God's part in His plan for mankind. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to save the 
world (John 3:16; 1 John 4:10). Jesus willingly shed His blood as the sacrifice for sin (Ephesians 1:7; 1 
Peter 1:19), and the Holy Spirit revealed God's Word so that people could understand His will (John 
16:13). Through these acts, God provided everything necessary for salvation and reconciliation with 
Him. 

The next steps involve man's response to God's offer of salvation. Scripture teaches that individuals 
must first hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17; John 6:44-45) and believe the message about Jesus 
Christ (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6). Genuine faith leads a person to repent of sin, turning away from a 
life that is contrary to God's will (Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30). The Bible also teaches the importance of 
confessing faith in Christ before others (Romans 10:9-10; Acts 8:37), demonstrating a sincere 
commitment to follow Him. 

Following confession, a believer is baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins and to enter into a new life with Him (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 
Salvation is not viewed as the end of the journey but the beginning of a 
faithful walk with God. Christians are encouraged to remain faithful 
throughout their lives (Colossians 1:21-23; Revelation 2:10), trusting in God's 
promises and striving to live according to His Word. Through God's grace and 
obedient faith, the sinner can become saved and enjoy the hope of eternal life.  
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